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of the soil which now makes up the Oodipoor State's terri-
tory, And this distinction of origin represents a vast distinc-
tion in the -whole constitution and political classification of the
two States. Sindia is a despot of the ordinary Asiatic species;
ruling absolutely the lands which his ancestor seized by the
power of a mercenary army; but the Rajput chieftain is a very
different personage, of a much rarer and more instructive type
politically and socially; insomuch that some accurate descrip-
tion of this type may be useful and interesting even to general
readers in England.

The word Rajputana, then, does not mean the country of
the Rajputs in the sense in which France now means the
country of the French, but in that much earlier sense accord-
ing to which Xtombardy once denoted the country taken by
the Lombards, and France the country occupied by the
"Western Franks, And a Rajput State, where its genuine
form has been least modified, denotes the territory over which
a particular clan, or division of a clan, claims dominion for
its chief and possession for itself by right of conquest and
settlement. In the "Western States the conquering clans are
still very much in the position which they took up on first
entry upon the lands. They have not driven out, slain, or
absolutely enslaved the anterior occupants, or divided o& the
soil among groups of their own cultivating families, after
the manner of the children of Israel entering Palestine, and
of many another invading tribe in Asia. Their system of
settlement was rather that of the Gothic tribes after their
invasion of the Danubian provinces of the Roman empire?
who " never formed the bulk of the population in the lands
which they occupied, but were only lords of the soil, prin-
cipally occupied in war and hunting."* In a Rajput State
of the best preserved original type we still find all the territory
(with a few exceptions in favour of particular grantees)
partitioned out among the Rajputs, in whose hands is the
whole political and military organization, though the mere
officials, or agents in the internal administration, form an

* Finlay, Greece TOdsr the Romans.